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Life Group Study Notes 

“The Gift” 
Sr. Ps. James Lowe - December 2, 2018 

Warm Up (10-15 minutes) 
Choose a question to answer, or ask another. No right or wrong answers.  
• What kind of presents do you like to give if you are able to?

• What kind of presents do you especially like to receive?

• What is one of the most meaningful gifts you’ve ever received?


Word (10-15 minutes) 
Sermons can be heard online at www.bethelworld.org

Isaiah 55:1-13 ESV"Come, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and he who has no 
money, come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. Why do 
you spend your money for that which is not bread, and your labor for that which does not 
satisfy? Listen diligently to me, and eat what is good, and delight yourselves in rich food. Incline 
your ear, and come to me; hear, that your soul may live; and I will make with you an everlasting 
covenant, my steadfast, sure love for David. Behold, I made him a witness to the peoples, a 
leader and commander for the peoples. Behold, you shall call a nation that you do not know, 
and a nation that did not know you shall run to you, because of the Lord your God, and of the 
Holy One of Israel, for he has glorified you.  
"Seek the Lord while he may be found; call upon him while he is near; let the wicked forsake his 
way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts; let him return to the Lord, that he may have 
compassion on him, and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. For my thoughts are not 
your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, declares the Lord. For as the heavens are higher 
than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts. "For 
as the rain and the snow come down from heaven and do not return there but water the earth, 
making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, so shall my 
word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish 
that which I purpose, and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it. "For you shall go out in 
joy and be led forth in peace; the mountains and the hills before you shall break forth into 
singing, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. Instead of the thorn shall come up 
the cypress; instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; and it shall make a name for the Lord, 
an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off." 
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In this season of Christmas, we are reminded of the Father’s gift of his Son to sinful humanity. 
As the apostle John wrote, the Word was God and became flesh and dwelt among us. This is 
none other than the Son of God who came to us as a human, the man Jesus of Nazareth.

Isaiah in the text quoted above speaks of God’s gift of salvation which he gives us through his 
Word. Through Jesus God has made an everlasting covenant with us in spite of our sin. 

There are some important truths we need to consider in relation to God’s gift of his Son:

1. Though God desires to give the gift of his Son to everyone, we must choose to receive it. To 
receive it, we must believe God is offering it. We need to know the Gospel concerning Jesus, 
which is the good news of God’s gift of salvation for us. 

2. God’s gift of his Son entails many layers of promises that touch on every area of our lives 
and can meet everyone of our needs. We need to learn the depths of God’s gift of his Son and 
come to understand and believe in the many promises God has given us through Jesus.

3. God’s gift is given to us not just for our own benefit, but for the benefit others through us. 
God blesses us that we might also be a blessing to others. We are to follow Jesus’ example 
and give of ourselves to others. We must act on the promises of God in line with the purposes 
of God.


Discussion (10-15 minutes) 
Choose one of the points, and discuss how the lesson applies to our lives. 

• Have you ever studied the Gospel in a serious, in depth manner such as in an extended 
Bible class or quality book? If so, what’s something important that you learned?


• What is one of God’s promises that is especially meaningful to you at this time? Why?


• What are some of the promises of God available to us through Jesus that we can act upon 
and apply for the benefit of others?


Prayer (10-15 minutes) 
Pray any of the following, as well as any other requests you may have. 

• Thank God for the gift of his Son.


• Ask God for a greater knowledge and understanding of his purposes and promises given to 
us through Jesus.


• Ask God for guidance, awareness, and empowerment to employ what we know about the 
Gospel to the benefit of others.
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